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Figure II. The Pardon of Geoffrey de Dewhurst at Ber- 
wick by King Henry IV. From the National Archives (TNA 
SC 8/184/9172). Text reads: ‘Godfrey, son of Richard del 
Dewehirste of Blackburneshire requests a general par- 
don for all felonies and trespasses, as he has served the 
King at Shrewsbury and elsewhere, but is outlawed in 
Lancashire’. Pardon granted by the King on 7 July 1405. 
Petition published in Calendar of Patent Rolls, Henry IV, 
vol. Ill, 1405 - 1408 (Public Record Office, 1907), p.76. 
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Preface 


This paper is extracted from chapter ten of our unpublished thesis A 
Path to Arms : A Pedigree and Genealogical Study of the Dewhursts of Black- 
burneshire. ‘The Dewhursts of Dewhurst are an ancient Lancashire 
family, seated at Le Dewhurst in Wilpshire, since the reign of Henry 
III of England. We have uncovered and analysed extensive evidence 
of the service of the House of Dewhurst, to the Kingdom of England, 
between the years of 1403 and 1443. The Dewhursts were highly 
active during the Lancastrian Phase of the Hundred Years' War and 
fielded a number of men-at-arms and archers who would serve in 
many of the historic battles, seiges and campaigns of the day. The 
evidence, preserved in the Medievalsoldier tables, has been carefully ex- 
amined and analysed in order to develop a history of the Dewhursts 
in the period and to allow us to complete a constructive genealogy of 
the Dewhurst Family. Appendix I presents a chronology of the 
Dewhurst events in the Medtevalsoldier tables, including the identities 
of the soldiers, the details of their service and engagements and often 
with the identities of the captains and commanders with whom they 
had travelled and under whom they had served. Appendix I con- 
tains a careful and complete transcription of the Dewhurst table en- 
tries, arranged according to the first names of the Dewhurst soldiers. 


The complete source data has been included in Appendix II. 
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Introduction 


The Dewhursts of Dewhurst belong to that part of the social history 
of England known traditionally as the minor gentry. We know very little 
about the deep history of our ancestors until our occurrence in the 
written records in England during the reign of King Henry III (r. 
1216 - 1272). In our studies over several years we found hints and 
coinicidences which may suggest a descent from a more ancient fam- 
ily, but we found no conclusive evidence. It is likely that we arrived 
in England from Normandy, or from Brittany, but the Y-DNA of the 
human male carries with it an extraordinary quality. ‘The Y-DNA is 
passed down, largely unchanged, from one generation to the next. 
Our DNA then is a permanent index not only of our own lives but is 
a record of our most distant agnatic ancestors. We cannot say any- 
thing of the history of our family before the 1200s but it may well be 
that in the future we will find an agnatic cousin of a more ancient 
House, whose Y-DNA signature matches our own. In England, the 
Dewhurst history is very well documented. In fact, from the Tudor 
period and onward we found many interesting Dewhurst lines. 
There have been Dewhurst lawyers of great distinction, industrial- 
ists, scholars and very many soldiers. However, the activities of our 
family during the later medieval period has been up to now rather 


opaque. Nothing, beyond the memory of the Dewhurst Coat of 
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Arms, has been passed down to us. ‘The Arms, typically shown as a 
field ermine with three escallops gules, with a wolf's head crest, are 
actually very well known in English and European Heraldry. Unfor- 
tunately the antiquity of the Dewhurst Arms 1s not officially acknowl- 
edged. According to the College of Arms we Dewhursts had no claim 
to Arms until our cousin William supplied the Herald’s fees following 
the Visetations of Lancashire in 1613.! William’s line was later dis- 
claimed, for contempt of the Herald Sir William Dugdale.’ Here, for 
the first time ever, we will set down the true history of the House of 
Dewhurst in the later medieval period, as we reveal the extent of the 


long and faithful service of our family to the Kingdom of England. 


According to the accepted periodisation, the Hundred Years’ War 
comprised a series of conflicts which spanned 24 May 1337 to 9 Oct 
1453. The conflicts, which occurred in central Europe, were waged 
by the House of Plantaganet and later the House of Lancaster, 
against the House of Valois, over the kingship of France. The War is 
considered to have comprised three distinct phases, which were sep- 


arated by truces: the Edwardian War (1337 - 1360), the Caroline 


' see Raines, F R (ed.) (Manchester, 1871) The Visitation of the County Pala- 
tine of Lancaster made in the year 1613, by Richard St George Esq, Norroy King of 
Arms, The Cheth. Society, Remains Historical and Literary, volume LX XXII 
2 Rylands, J P (1892) 'Disclaimers at the Heralds Visitations', Historic So- 
ciety of Lancashire and Cheshire, pp. 75 - 6 
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War (1369 - 1389) and the Lancastrian War (1415 - 1453). It was 
one of the most important conflicts of the medieval era, involving as 
it did five generations of kings of two of the most powerful dynasties 
in Europe. Ultimately, the French preserved their throne and both 
States would then develop stronger national identities.? Professor 
Anne Curry of the University of Southampton and Professor Adrian 
Bell of the Henley Business School, at the University of Reading, led 
a project which culminated in the development of the Medievalsoldier- 
database.* The project team transcribed thousands of entries in nu- 
merous muster and retinue rolls from 1369 to 1453. The tables rec- 
ord the deeds of the House of Lancaster and of many of the peers, 
knights, men-at-arms and archers who journeyed to France in the 
service of the King, containing the names, ranks, locations and ser- 
vice details of thousands of medieval combatants. As we would dis- 
cover, the Dewhursts who served in Arms between 1403 - 1443, were 


recorded among the records under twenty-five surname variations. 


As men-at-arms and as archers, the sons of Ricardo, Roberto and 
Willelmo de Dewehirst of Blackburneshire would fight throughout 
France. In August and September in 1415 they are at the Siege of 


3 Guizot, Francois (Indiana, 1997) The History of Cwilization in Europe, 
translated by Wiliam Hazlitt, 1846, Penguin Books 

4 The Medievalsoldier database is hosted at the University of Southampton in 
their Medieval Soldier Project at https://www.medievalsoldier.org 
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Harfleur and, in October, they would serve the King at the Battle 
of Agincourt. In time, their sons would take up arms, fighting along- 
side their brothers and their cousins, in the field and in the garrisons. 
We will provide a detailed account of the service of the House of 
Dewhurst during the Lancastrian phase of the Hundred Years’ War. 
Not all of the records of the period have survived and _ there are 
sometimes deficiencies in the membranes, meaning that they could 
not be fully or certainly transcribed. As to the analysis of the evidence 
there were some difficulties in completing our study of the tables, 
especially because of the presence of numerous further Dewhurst 
name variations. Painstakingly and over a period of years we were 
able to reach a stage of confidence that we had identified, extracted 
and analysed the core of the Lances and Archers of the House of Dewhurst. 
There are some further occurrences of phonetically similar surnames 
of soldiers occurring in the tables from the 1370s onwards. We have 
kept these results separate as their analysis requires some further in- 
dependent study. We transcribed the Medtevalsoldier tables and then 
built a chronology of the results, from which we developed our detailed 
account in A Close Analysis of the Medievalsoldier Tables. In completing 
this study we have also been able to identify our eighteenth, nine- 
teenth and twentieth great grandfathers in the main line of the House 
of Dewhurst, which results we will publish in our thesis A Path to Arms 
A Pedigree and Genealogical Study of the Dewhursts of Blackburneshire. 
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EXTENT OF THE ENGLISH CONQUESTS IN FRANCE, 1382-1453 


A Iicnten 9 Rate Fk Armere date following the mame of a pace wlioaten 0 tresty or ome 
1 Amochal 40 0 date imitates that the place was taken sacked oe ther print of interent commtctend with the place which will be formed 
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Figure Ill: A Map of Medieval France 
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A Close Analysis of the Medievalsoldier Tables 


he House of Dewhurst served, between the years of 1403 

and 1443, in arms under the command of King Henry IV, 

King Henry V and under the captaincies and commands of 
John of Lancaster the Ist Duke of Bedford KG, Thomas Neville the 
Lord Furnivall, John Talbot the Ist Earl of Shrewsbury (later Gar- 
ter), Thomas Beaufort the 3rd Earl of Dorset and Ist Duke of Exeter 
KG, Humphrey of Lancaster the Duke of Gloucester, Thomas Mon- 
tague the 4th Earl of Salisbury KG, William de la Pole the 1st Duke 
of Suffolk KG, Robert Willoughby 6th Baron of Eresby KG, 
Thomas Scales the 7th Baron Scales KG, John Beaufort the Ist Duke 
of Somerset KG, Sir James Harrington, Sir John Radcliffe (later 
Garter), Sir John Harpelay, Sir William Breton, Sir ‘Thomas Remp- 
ston KG, Sir William Trafford, Sir William Crafford, Sir Thomas 
Blount, Thomas Burgh, John Afford, Laurence Halden and Mat- 
thew Gough. The Dewhursts were present at the Battle of Shrews- 
bury and at the Garrisons of Berwick, Montgomery and Bishop’s 
Castle. We occur in muster and retinue rolls in the Expeditions to 
France in July 1415 , 1417, May 1421 and July 1443, occurring also 
and sometimes on multiple occasions during the years of 1422, 1423, 
1424,1425,. 1427, 1428; 1429,.14302145 1. 1432..1434.1435, 1436; 
1437 and 1440. We served in Normandy at the Siege of Harfleur, at 


the Battle of Agincourt, at the Siege of Caen, at Rouen, Bayeux, 
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Vernon, St Lo, Coutances, Park L’Eveque, Meung-sur-Loire, at the 
Fortress of St Suzanne, in the Orleans Campaign, in the Siege of St 
Ceneri, at Vire, in the Marches of Avranchin, Mortain and the De- 
fence of Domfront, at Falaise, Alencon, in the Conquests of Maine 
and Anjou and at Essay and Tombelaine. None of the Dewhursts 
occur in the Harley 782, which is a partial copy of the now-lost Ex- 
chequer lists of the participants in the Battle of Agincourt but at least 
two Dewhurst may have served in the battle. No Dewhurst occurs in 
any of the sick lists of men invalided out of the Agincourt campaign. 
It is clear that the Dewhursts were professional mercenaries in the 
service of the King. In later centuries many of their descendants con- 
tinued in military service, to the Kingdom and government in the 
standing armed forces in Britain and the United Kingdom. Many of 
them receiving decorations and awards for bravery. Following their 
experience of the Hundred Years’ War one and possibly more of our 
Dewhurst soldiers entered the Church. The Dewhurst name, de le 
Deuhthurst, is a residential name. It refers to our family seat at Le 
Dewhurst, in the Ribble Valley and for this reason it is unique and 
therefore a very uncommon name in the period, outside of Lanca- 
shire. Using the Medievalsoldier database we have been able to identify, 
gather, to piece together, to analyse and to reconstruct the history of 
our family in the period. In this paper we will give an account of our 
study into the service of the Dewhursts, of our engagements in Eng- 


land, Wales, Normandy, Maine and Anjou and we will present a 
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constructive genealogy of the history of the House of Dewhurst as we 
extend our agnatic Pedigree up to our eighteenth and nineteenth 


Great Grandfathers Adam and Geoffrey. 


Our first objective was to ensure that we captured all of the possible 
occurrences of Dewhurst soldiers from the Medievalsoldier tables. Dur- 
ing our deep study of the Dewhursts of Blackburneshire we found 
numerous variations in the rendering of our name. For example, in 
the Elizabethan period, in Glovers Ordinary of Arms’, we find the 
Dewhurst blazon listed under the Arms of ‘Drwyherst’. ‘Then, our 
thirteenth great grand uncle Barnard Dewhurst is referred to, in 
April 1595, in a letter from Lord St John, as Mr Deoux.® His son Sir 
Bernard Dewhurst was accounted Dewhurst, Dias, Dyose and Dem- 
sturt.’ It was interesting to see how our name had been recorded dif- 
ferently, by different clerks and on different occasions. We identified 
in the tables a total of twenty-five Dewhurst surname variations: 
Dewhurst, Dewhurste, Dewehurst, de Dewehurst, Dewhirst, 
Dewehirst, Deuhirst, Deuhyrst, Deuhurst, Deuherst, Duherst, De- 


worst, a Deworst, Dewehost, Dewherst, Dewerst, a Dewest, Dewers, 


5 Reproduced in Edmondson, J (London, 1780) A Complete Body of Heraldry, 
volume I. N.B. we must credit Dr Norman Baker for pointing this out 

6 Roberts, R A ed. (London, 1894) Calendar of the Cecil Papers in Hatfield 
House, 1601, volume 5, 1594 - 1595, Cecil Papers 1595, 1 - 15 

7 Shaw, W A (London, 1906) The Knights of England vol II, p. 150 
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Dewyhyrst, Dewhyrst, Dewryst, Dewyrst, Dewyst, a Dewyst and 
Deuchourst. We considered a number of further possible Dewhurst 
name variations which were less likely. These are La Deuze, Le 
Deusse, De La Deuse, Deulx, Deu and Deurs. We examined these 
names using the Forebears database.? Deurs has a global incidence of 
only 22 and is most prevalent in Norway. Deuze has a global inci- 
dence of 172, with prevalence in France and the Netherlands. We 
note here that, according to Prof. Curry, from 1429 onwards there 
is evidence that ‘a good number’ of English garrison archers and 
even men-at-arms were not English at all but were instead recruited 
from the local population.’ Deusse occurs once in Haiti. Deuse has 
an incidence of 540 and occurs mostly in Germany and Belgium. 
Deulx does not occur. Deu has an incidence of 15,241 and is most 
prevalent in the South Sudan. The Oxford Dictionary of Family Names!? 
supports for Dewhurst the homonym ‘Devis’, which that authority 
holds as a version of Devias. It is also of course a version of the very 
common name Davis. Devias does occur in the Medievalsoldier tables. 
However, there were no occurrences of any of these further varia- 


tions in any other confirmed Dewhurst source over several centuries 


8 Forebears database https://www.forebears.io/ (retrieved 13 Mar 2022) 

9 Curry, A (2008) Guns and Goddams: Was there a Military Revolution in Lancas- 
trian Normandy 1415 - 1450? JAMH 8 (2010), pp. 174 — 181 

10 Hanks, P., McClure, P., Cullen, P., Coates, R. (2016). The Oxford Dic- 
tionary of Family Names in Britain and Ireland. Oxf. University Press. 
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and they have not been included in our analysis. We mention them 
in case future research should indicate that any of them are true 
Dewhursts. The records appear to represent no fewer than fifteen 
members of the Dewhurst family who served as men-at-arms, as 
archers and yeomen-valettus, in garrisons and in the field, in the of- 
ficial and, in one case, personal retinue of many of the great captains 


and commanders in numerous engagements throughout Normandy. 


Before we could proceed to our analysis we had to address the issue 
of the personal names of our mediaeval soldiers. Some of the names 
seemed unusual and there were often variations, which could suggest 
that we were looking at a distinct personage or that the entry identi- 
fied the same person but under a variation of the name. For example, 
Adam de Dewhurst occurs on seventeen occasions but Atkin, also 
Atkyn, de Dewhurst occurs on five further occasions. Of the several 
personal names given in the rolls, the name ‘Atkyn’, also rendered 
‘Atkin’, stands out as one of the most unusual. We considered that, 
as an English name, Atkin could have been given in the tradition 
where a child is named after the surname of his maternal grandfa- 
ther. In the extensive accounts for the many branches of the 
Dewhurst Family and in all of the sources and records which we have 
examined over several years, there is not one instance of an echo of 
that name anywhere in the texts. It may be that we have been remiss 


and that there have been Atkin or Atkyn Dewhursts somewhere in 
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the world and at some time. However it may also be that this man 
was the first and last man to bear that distinctive name. It is likely 
that some of our soldiers may have died in combat, or from some 
other cause during the Hundred Years’ War or in some other con- 
flict. It is clear however that one and probably more men, capable of 
siring children and sons, did survive and that these men became the 
patriarchs of the House of Dewhurst. The name Atkin itself has an 


interesting etymology as these three extracts show: 


1. This surname is derived from the name of an ancestor. 
The son of Adam, from the nick. Addy, diminutive 
Adkin, sharpened to Atkin. There is no need of course 
to prove this, but it is interesting to note the following: 
‘Adam le Fullere, ’a citizen of London, is twice re- 
ferred to as Adekin le Fullere (1073, Hundred Rolls). 
(1073,Hundred Rolls). Six centuries ago Adam prob- 
ably ranked as second or third favourite among boys ’ 
names throughout England. In the north it attained a 
most remarkable pre-eminence. Four Adams are 
mentioned in the revenues of Conishead Priory, A.D. 
1256 (West’s Furness, pp. 192, 195). No fewer than six 


Adams figure as benefactors of Furness Abbey, circa 
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1290 (ibid). The everyday form was Adekin, then Ad- 
kin, and finally Atkin (see Addison).!! 


2. Atkins, Adkins. - A characteristic surname of the mid- 
land and eastern counties, being at present most rela- 
tively numerous in Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire, 
Staffordshire, Warwickshire, and Lincolnshire. Its 
place is taken in the north of England by Atkinson. 


These names are regarded as diminutives of Adam. !? 


3. Camden derives it from At, a familiar abbreviation of 
Arthur, and kins, a diminutive, signifying a child, hav- 
ing the same meaning as the German kind, a child, an 
infant, 1.e. the son of Arthur, so Wilkins, Simpkins, 


etc.!3 


Turning to the records we observe that Adam, Atkin, and Atkyn, are 
each recorded as being men-at-arms and most frequently as man-at- 
arms foot. There 1s no occurrence of the man as an archer. It is quite 
possible that our Atkin is in fact one of the sons of Adam Dewhurst. 


However, we suggest that it is simply another rendering of Adam 


1! Bardsley, G W (London, 1901), A Dictionary of English and Welsh Surnames 
12 Guppy, H B (London, 1890) Homes of Family Names in Great Britain 

13 Arthur, W (New York, 1857) An Etymological Dictionary of Family and 
Christian Names, with an essay on their derwation and import 
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and that the entries in all probability relate to the same man, a highly 
experienced veteran of the Hundred Years’ War. This allows us to 
narrow down the list of our combatants and to specify that Adam, or 
Atkin, gave service between 1421 and 1437. He was present in the 
Expedition to France in 1421, he mustered at Vernon. He served at 
Alencon, in the Orleans Campaign, at Rouen, Meung-sur-Loire, 
Maine and Anjou, Tombelaine, Avranches, Mortain and Domfront, 
Falaise and Vire. The second name which we had to consider is that 
of the archer Raulyn Dewhurst. It seems to us that the name Raulyn 
may be a variation of the name Ralph (or vice versa). Withycombe 


in her work on English Christian Names gives us this account: 


A male name. Old Norse Radulfr (= Old English Reed- 
wulf, compound of red ‘counsel’ and wulf ‘wolf), be- 
came Radulf and then Ralf: It was in use in England 
before the Norman Conquest, after which it was rein- 
forced by Norman influence; Domesday Book mentions 
tenants named Radulfus who had held ‘Tempore Regis 
Edwardi (In the Reign of Edward the Confessor), and 
many at the time the survey was made. It developed into 
Rauf or Raff, and these were the usual forms of the 
name until the 17th C, when Rafe was more usual. 


Ralph was a piece of 18th-C antiquarianism, but the 
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pronunciation of the name was still Rafe ... See also Ra- 
oul. Rauf, Raulf Regesta Regum Anglo-Normannorum 
1066-70. Radulf, Radulfus, Radolf Domesday Book 
1086, Hundred Rolls 1373. Raffe, Rauf Hundred Rolls 
1273. Rafe Promptorium Parvulorum c. 1440. Raaf 
15th C Brut. Rauf Lincs 1455, The Coventry Leet Book 
1338. Raff Lincs 1533. Rauffe Lincs 1534.!4 


According to the forebears database Raulyn is now an uncommon first 
name and one hundred and fifty-one people now living are recorded 
who bear it.!° These days it is most prevalent in the Philippines and 
it has the highest density in the Dominican Republic. The Internet 


Sumame Database gives us the following entry under ‘Raulin’: 


This name is of early medieval English origin, from the 
Middle English given name "Rawlin", which was 
adopted from the Old French "Raulin", itself a double 
diminutive (with the diminutive suffixes "el" and "in") of 
"Raw", a variant of Ralph. The latter was first intro- 
duced into England by Scandinavian settlers as 


"Rathulfr", in Old Norse, and became "Raedwulf" in 


14 Withycombe, Eliz. G (Oxford, 1947) The Oxford Dictionary of English 
Christian Names, Oxford University Press 
15 Borebears database (retrieved 13 Mar 2022) 
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Anglo-Saxon. The name means "counsel-wolf", from the 
originally Germanic elements "rad", counsel, advice, 
with "wolf", a wolf. Before the Norman Conquest of 
1066, it had become "Radulf" and the Normans spread 


the name further in such forms .!6 


The wolfis a symbol which has long been associated with our family. 
Charnock says that Ralph may be also: ‘A name corrupted from 
Randolph or its root Radulph’.'!? We mention in passing that we 
have observed many germanic and scandinavian personal names 
among the Dewhursts. One’s great grandfather was named Her- 
bert, his father was named Havelok. Our cousin Randolph 
Dewhurst was a British Army Boxing champion, serving in India 
during the Second World War. Raulyn may even be ‘A Teutonic 
name, meaning House wolf, name of good omen. Some authorities 
give this as a form of Rodolph’.!® In our study we will take the per- 
sonal name Raulyn to be another version of the name Ralph. As we 
mentioned in our Introduction, the Dewhurst Arms, which were of- 


ficially granted to our cousin William in 1613 have the crest of a 


16 For the full account see Name Origin Research (2022) The Internet Sur- 
name Database, https://www.surnamedb.com (retrieved 13 Mar 2022). See 
also the database entry for the name ‘Rawlingson’ 

17 Charnock, RS (1882) Praenomina, or the etymology of the principal Christian 
names of Great Britain and Ireland, London 

18 Loughead, F H (1934) Dictionary of Gwen Names with Onrgins and Meanings 
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wolf’s head, couped. The Dewhurst DNA, seems to support the no- 
tion that we are of Norse heritage. We bear a Y-DNA signature 
which is most prevalent in Scandinavia and which may be associated 
with the Viking Invasions of Britain. It is not necessarily the case that 
we arrived in England in the trail of William the Conquerer and in 
fact it may be more likely that the Dewhurst Haplogroup is of the 
power associated with the early Viking Kingdoms of Dublin and 
Munster. The technicalities of genetic genealogy are beyond the 
scope of this paper but we will discuss these matters in some detail in 
the final part of our thesis, A Path to Arms, when we examine the Y- 


DNA signatures of our kin the Dewhursts of Blackburneshire. 


We now turn to another unusual Dewhurst name occurrence, being 
that of Perkyn Dewhyrst. Our first reaction upon reading that name 
was that this was another example of the tradition whereby a child is 
named after the surname of his mother’s family and that may well 
be the case. However, in the Forebears database there are only three 
occurrences of Perkyn as a first name, in Brazil and the Nether- 
lands.!9 The name may or may not be a rendering of either ‘Parkin’, 
or perhaps ‘Perkin’ and we suggest that ‘Perkin’ is the most natural. 


According to Bardsley in A Dictionary of English and Welsh Surnames: 


19 Borebears database (retrieved 13 Mar 2022) 
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This surname is derived from the name of an ancestor. 
‘the son of Peter’, from the pet Perkin or Parkin; com- 
pare Wat-kin, Will-kins, Wilkinson, &c. There are no 
Perkins or Parkins in the Hundred Rolls, while the 
French diminutives Perrin and Perrott are common. 
What may becalled the Flemish forms appeared in York- 
shire and the East counties about the beginning of the 
14th century. With Perkins and Parkins, compare Clerk 
and Clark, Derby and Darby, &c.?° 


There is no Peter Dewhurst mentioned anywhere in our tables and 
during the next four hundred years of the development and growth 
of the stock of Dewhursts in the British Isles the name Peter is given 
but rarely. The more likely explanation is that it does represent the 
surname of his maternal grandfather. Guppy says: “Perkins, Perkin - 
Confined mostly to the southern half of England, being most numer- 
ous in Warwickshire, Worcestershire, and South Wales. ’.*! For the 
surname Perkin, the Forebears database gives a contemporary inci- 


dence of 3,789 in England and Gibraltar.?? That is to say, it is a rel- 


20 Bardsley, C W (1901) A Dictionary of English and Welsh Surnames, London 
21 Guppy, H B (London, 1890) 
22 See note 15 (retrieved 13 Mar 2022) 
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atively uncommon name. The Dewhursts, beyond any doubt, origi- 
nated in the North West of England. We know of no records which 
attest to a Dewhurst migration and resettlement in the South of Eng- 
land in the 1400s; although there was an early occurrence in 1505 in 
Bedfordshire?’ and, in the early fifteen hundreds there were resettle- 
ments in Staffordshire, Lincolnshire, Norfolk and Hertfordshire.?* Is 
it possible that Perkyn’s father met his mother in the southern part 
of England in the period of his journey from Lancashire, during his 
travels in the service of the King, perhaps in the Anglo-Welsh Wars, 
or indeed in the travails of the several campaigns of the Hundred 
Years’ War? We think that this is quite likely. The Medievalsoldier tables 
give a very high number of combatants with the surname (and per- 
sonal name) Perkyn and Perkin. However there is no mention of any 
echo of the name of Perkyn, nor Perkin, nor even Parkin anywhere 
within the remaining records of the many Dewhursts who were born 
from this same bloodline from the 1400s up to the present day. It is 
not possible in the absence of evidence to discount the possibility that 
Perkyn lived to sire children but as he seems not to have passed his 
name forward in any of the recognised lines it is quite likely that he 


died in the field or without issue. Charlot (‘Little Charles’) is another 


23 CP 40 no. 971, img 202 d from the Anglo-Amencan Legal Tradition, at the 
O'Quinn Law Library, at the University of Houston, at 
http://www.aalt.law.uh.edu/AALT1/H7/CP40n0971/ (14 Mar 2022) 
24 see Dewhurst, S. W. (2020) A Path to Arms 
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name which would be unusual today, at least in northern England. 
According to the Forebears database some 14,274 people bear this as a 
surname and it is most prevalent in France.*> Perhaps Charlot was 
conceived in France. Perhaps his mother was French and perhaps 
she returned to England and became a member of the Dewhurst 
Family. As a forename the same source gives us approximately 
10,347 events. It is most prevalent in Madagascar, with the highest 
density in Malta. It could be that Charlot is the son of the Charles 
Dewhurst who appears in the rolls. However, again, we favour the 
simpler explanation that it is simply another rendering of Charles. In 
fact Charles is not at all a common name among the Dewhursts. We 
could find no record of that name until the mid 1700s. Perhaps 
Charlot and Charles were among those who died in the field. ‘They 
may not have survived to pass on their name to a son but they would 


occur centuries later in the naming traditions of their kin. 


The House of Dewhurst gave extensive service during the Lancas- 
trian phase of the Hundred Years’ War. In the Medtevalsoldier database 
we have no fewer than eighty-six occurrences of Dewhurst soldiers 
serving the King in arms between 1403 and 1443. We do not assume 
that these records offer a complete picture of the deeds and service 


of our House in the period but the nature of our study demands that 


25 Forebears database (retrieved 13 Mar 2022) 
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we inquire into the genealogy of the participants and so it is our task 
to determine, as far as possible, the order of their relationships. The 
results appear to represent no fewer than fifteen members of the 
Dewhurst family. One of the difficulties in analysing the events is that 
so many of the records of the period have not survived. We cannot 
say that we know the names and service details of every man, even 
every English man, who served in arms in the King’s Army in the 
fifteenth century. It would be ludicrous to think that we can satisfac- 
torily attest to all of the service given and to all of the dimly lit deeds 
of the days of the medieval soldiers fighting in France. The danger is 
that even a reasonable analysis of the records is in some doubt. The 
absence of certain events and occurrences in the records where such 
events had, in fact, taken place, mean that our reckonings and our 
conclusions may appear reasonable but be in fact weak. However, if 
we do not attempt an analysis of the records we absolutely fail in our 
occupation. If we do not attempt to sift and to assess and to recon- 
struct the History, as here, of our belligerent forefathers, the 
Dewhursts of Blackburneshire, then we offend and aggrieve them 
and their memory. For men, and women of course, the Maid of Orle- 
ans, who serve in arms at such times and in such circumstances, jus- 
tifiably demand that we reflect on their deeds and that their commit- 
ments and their actions are not forgotten. We began our analysis by 


considering the boundary age-range of a combatant to be between 
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16 and 60 years.?° In fact it would not be surprising to find that some 
of the archers or men-at-arms in the course of the Hundred Years! 
War were in their early teens. There were no doubt also many men 
in their later years. Prof. Curry gives the example of: “Sir John 
Greyndore, a sixty-year-old knight with lands in and around the for- 
est of Dean and extensive military experience in the Welsh wars, 
commanded a company of 6 master miners and their 113 assis- 
tants.”.?” Prof. Curry tells us that at the time of the events of the Siege 
of Harfleur, Henry Beaufort, the Earl of Somerset, was fourteen 
years of age (ibid). We considered that we may be looking at several 
Dewhurst brothers, perhaps fighting alongside their mature sons. 
Another possibility was that the relationship between the elder ma- 
ture men was consanguineous, or else was consanguineous and in 
other cases perhaps fraternal. ‘There were perhaps two or more, 
probably first cousins, fighting alongside and in the company also of 
their siblings and sons. Some of the names may have been duplicated 


but we will attempt a sensible analysis of the records. 


In the course of our study into the Dewhursts of Blackburneshire we 


discovered some further biographical information about one of our 


26 CPR, 1377-1381, vol. 1, p. 166; and Using the Poll Tax to identify medieval 
archers by Large, D M (2010) University of Southampton 

27 Curry, A. (2008), Participants in the Battle of Agincourt, Oxford Dictionary of 
National Biography online, Oxford University Press 
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medieval soldiers which does not occur in the Medtevalsoldier tables. 
Geoffrey (also ‘Godfrey’) Dewehirst occurs in 1405, with his father 
Richard del Dewehirste of Blackburneshire, at Berwick, when he pe- 
titions King Henry IV for a Pardon.?® We reproduce photographs of 
the documents, stored in the National Archives at Kew, in Figure II 
above. The record states: “Godfrey, son of Richard del Dewehirste 
of Blackburneshire, requests a general pardon for all felonies and 
trespasses, as he has served the King at Shrewsbury and elsewhere, 
but is outlawed in Lancashire’. The Pardon is granted in Jul 1405 
(ibid). If Geoffrey had been at least eighteen years of age at the time 
of his engagement at Shrewsbury, on 21 Jul 1403, then we could set 
his date of birth at around 1385. However, the record does indicate 
that he had also served the King elsewhere and that suggests that 
Shrewsbury was not his first martial engagement. When we consider 
that he had already been outlawed in Lancashire we may suggest 
that he was over eighteen years of age when he served at Shrews- 
bury. We cannot be sure but for the purposes of our genealogical 
analysis we are going to set his date of birth, tentatively, at around 
1380. We can now move on to consider the first Dewhurst soldier 
who occurs in the tables, Thomas de Dewhurst. ‘Thomas occurs in 


the retinue rolls for John of Lancaster, the 1st Duke of Bedford, as 


28 see CPR, Henry IV, vol III 1405 - 1408, p. 76 
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an archer.*9 The entries show that he was stationed at the Garrison 
of Berwick between 1403 and 1404. On 21 Jul 1403 the Battle of 
Shrewsbury took place and the Percy challenge to the Crown was 
finally defeated. We have no record of ‘Thomas Dewhurst having 
been present at the Battle but, as we mentioned, his kinsman Geof- 
frey was present and it is quite likely that Thomas Dewhurst was also 
present and that he fought for the King. Then on 18 Dec 1404 
Thomas Dewhurst occurs in a muster roll as yeoman-valet archer in 
the retinue of Thomas Lord Furnivall, stationed at the garrisons of 
Montgomery and Bishop’s Castle.3° To begin, we may consider that 
‘Thomas, in his earliest occurrence as an archer, was a mature man, 
perhaps as young as eighteen years of age. He would have been born 
around 1385. Thomas Neville himself would have been around 
twenty-seven years of age (Medievalsoldier database). ‘The yeoman-valet 
status would suggest that ‘Thomas de Dewhurst was the son of a gen- 
tleman and we are sure that this is the case. Of the 15,000 occur- 
rences of archers in the tables there are only 3,747 who are identified 
as yeoman-valettus (22d). On 25 Apr 1407 ‘Thomas occurs as archer 
at the Garrison of Montgomery in the retinue roll of John Talbot, 


Ist Earl of Shrewsbury.?! Then in 1415 a Thomas Dewhurst occurs 


29 Retinue Roll TNA E101/43/26 m3 
30 Muster Roll TNA E101/44/6 m3 and m6 
31 Retinue Roll TNA E101/44/14 ml 
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in the King’s Expedition to France, in the retinue lists of the Earl of 
Dorset.°? The Medievalsoldier tables indicate that Thomas Dewhurst 
was retained in 1415 as man-at-arms.** According to our analysis 
Thomas would now be about thirty years of age. Thomas Beaufort 


himself would have been about thirty-eight (Medzevalsoldier tables). 


It is not until 1423 when a Thomas Dewhurst occurs again, now un- 
der the captaincy of Thomas Montagu, fourth Earl of Salisbury, as 
an archer at the garrison of Falaise.** If this was our same man, he 
was now thirty-eight years of age. We may conjecture that he oc- 
curred in the list as an archer because he was recovering from an 
injury and was not able to stand in melee. Or that the demands of a 
particular mission required him to be an instructor to the less expe- 
rienced archers in the retinue of the Earl. Perhaps Thomas did not 
really need the work and took a lighter job as archer, in garrison 
duty, as a favour for his master or for his captain. One feels that we 
must, however, consider the possibility that the muster records the 
presence of a second Thomas Dewhurst. This person was an archer 
and, perhaps, was about eighteen years of age at the time of his first 


engagement. He was perhaps born around 1405. On | Aug 1427 a 


32 Retinue List TNA E101/69/504, indexed in PRO (London, 1964) Lasts 
and Indexes Supplementary Sens no. LX, vol I, p. 445 

33 Retinue Roll TNA E101/47/39 

34 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 89 
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Thomas Dewhurst occurs as man-at-arms under the captaincy of 
Thomas Burgh at Tombelaine.*° If this is our veteran man-at-arms 
then he is at least forty-two years of age. This is a mature age for a 
man who must stand in melee but it is also, of course, within the 
bounds of reason. Alternatively, if Thomas the elder served his last 
engagement at the Siege of Harfleur, then the succeeding occur- 
rences for Thomas de Dewhurst identify the younger man. Richard 
del Dewehirste does not occur anywhere in the tables and this may 
be because he had retired from arms while in his middle years. If his 
eldest son Geoffrey were born around 1380 then his own date of 
birth could be around 1360. Richard was present at Berwick in 1404. 
Perhaps Shrewsbury was his last engagement, at which time he 
would have been some forty-three years of age. On 27 May 1428 
Thomas Dewhurst occurs again at the garrison of ‘Tombelaine, still 
man-at-arms under the captaincy of Thomas Burgh.*° Thomas 
would be around twenty-four years of age. He occurs again on 26 
Oct 1428 still with Thomas Burgh at Tombelaine*’ and again on 25 
Nov 1428.38 Thomas occurs again as man-at-arms on 21 Sep 1429.°9 


The entry indicates ‘with creu’, meaning that Thomas is to serve in 


35 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 250 
36 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 11593 

37 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 178 
38 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 314 
39 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 415 
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the field. He occurs again on 23 Dec 1429, still man-at-arms at Tom- 
belaine.?? Then on 10 Feb 1430 Thomas occurs again as man-at- 
arms at Tombelaine, under the sub-captaincy of John Nessefield.*! 
On 6 May 1432 Thomas occurs as man-at-arms under the captaincy 
of Sir William de la Pole, the Duke of Suffolk, at the Garrison of 
Avranches.*? On 16 Mar 1434 Thomas occurs at Falaise again, now 
under the captaincy of Thomas Montagu, the Earl of Salisbury.‘ 
On 16 Feb 1436 Thomas occurs as man-at-arms at Tombelaine un- 
der the captaincy of Sir William de la Pole.** This is the final occur- 


rence of the man-at-arms Thomas de Dewhurst in the tables. 


Geoffrey Dewhurst first occurs in the tables on 10 Oct 1422 as an 
archer under the captaincy of Sir William Breton at the Garrison of 
Bayeux.* If this is the same man who served at the Battle of Shrews- 
bury then he is now some forty-two years of age. As to the diminution 
in his rank we could make the same arguments which we considered 
above for Thomas de Dewhurst. Indeed we note that in 1434, in the 


state of play in the war, the defence of Bayeux did not require any 


40 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 1438 

41 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 1439 

42 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 699 
43 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 33 

44 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25773 no. 1060 
45 Muster Roll BNF MS. Fr. 25770 no. 730 
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men-at-arms but twelve archers were considered sufficient. How- 
ever, four days later, on 14 Oct 1422 a Geoffrey Dewhurst occurs in 
a separate muster roll but this time as man-at-arms, under the com- 
mand of Sir William de la Pole.’ The later muster roll indicates that 
Geoffrey is assigned to the Garrison of St Lo, Coutances and Park 
L’Eveque. We take it that the entries must represent two distinct per- 
sons. The Geoffrey who occurs as archer at Bayeux is perhaps in his 
first engagement. If he were eighteen years of age when he occurs at 
Bayeux we could set his date of birth at around 1404. It seems quite 
compelling that the man-at-arms engaged by Sir William de la Pole 
is that same man and veteran of Shrewsbury. It is quite likely that 
this is Geoffrey’s final engagement and that the remaining occur- 
rences in the tables identify the younger man. Then on | Aug 1427 
a Geoffrey Dewhurst, man-at-arms, occurs under the Captaincy of 
Thomas Burgh in a muster roll at Tombelaine.*® On 27 May 1428 
Geoffrey Dewhurst occurs again on another muster roll as man-at- 
arms foot, under Thomas Burgh at Tombelaine*? and again on a 


muster roll on 26 Oct 1428°° and again on 25 Nov 1428.5! Geoffrey 


46 Curry, A (2012) Fohn, duke of Bedford *s arrangements for the defence of Nor- 
mandy in October 1434 : College of Arms MS' Arundel 48, folios 2741-27 60 

47 Muster Roll BNF MS. Fr. 25766 no. 809 

48 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 250 

49 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 11593 

50 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 178 

51 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 314 
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then occurs again in a muster roll taken on 21 Sep 1429°? and again 
on 23 Dec 1429 still at Tombelaine, with creu, under Thomas 
Burgh.°? Again, the entry ‘with creu' indicates that Geoffrey is to 
serve in the field. According to our analysis, Geoffrey is now around 
twenty-five years of age. Geoffrey occurs again on 10 Feb 1430 un- 
der John Nessefield at ‘Tombelaine.*t Then on 9 Oct 1431 he is at 
‘Tombelaine under Sir William de la Pole, as man-at-arms foot.°° 
Geoffrey occurs again on 27 Nov 1431 as man-at-arms foot®® and on 
27 Dec 1431.97 On 5 May 1432 Geoffrey occurs as man-at-arms foot 
at Tombelaine under the captaincy of Sir William de la Pole and 
under the sub-captaincy of Thomas Chiseval.°® Finally, on 20 Dec 
1435 Geoffrey occurs again as man-at-arms foot, and now he 1s with 


Makyn Langworth at ‘Tombelaine.°? 


Adam de Dewhurst first occurs as man-at-arms foot at the Garrison 
of Rouen on 27 Feb 1422°° and again under the captaincy of Sir 


John Harpelay and under the command of Thomas Beaufort, Earl 


52 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 415 

53 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 1438 

54 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 1439 

55 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25769 no. 537 

56 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 648 

57 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 660 

58 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Clairambault 201 no. 20 
59 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25772 no. 1037 

60 Muster Roll TNA E101/49/31 
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of Dorset and Duke of Exeter.®! We would expect that, as a man-at- 
arms, he would have been at least twenty years of age. He could have 
been a veteran of earlier conflicts but we have no record to attest. 
We will set his date of birth at around 1400. ‘Thomas Beaufort him- 
self would have been around forty-five years of age in 1422 (Medie- 
valsoldier database). Then on 11 Feb 1425 Adam occurs as man-at- 
arms in the official retinue of Sir John Harpelay at Alencon and the 
Conquest of Maine.®? Then on | Sep 1425 Adam musters before the 
Fortress of St Susanne still in the official retinue in the Bailli of Alen- 
con and the Conquest of Maine. On 16 Oct 1427 he musters at 
Essay, as man-at-arms in the retinue of Sir Thomas Blount, in the 
field in the Conquest of Anjou and Maine.®t On 8 Aug 1428 he mus- 
ters at Vernon, as man-at-arms foot in the retinue of Sir Thomas 
Rempston in the field in the Orleans Campaign under the command 
of Thomas Montagu, Earl of Salisbury.® On 29 Sep 1428 he mus- 
ters at Meung, retinue in the field in the Orleans campaign, under 
the captaincy of Sir Thomas Rempston and under the command of 


Thomas Montagu.®° On 24 Dec 1428 he musters again at Meung as 


61 Muster Roll TNA E101/50/22 

62 Muster Roll AN, K 62/11/19 

63 Muster Roll AN, K 59/10 

64 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 260 
65 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 291 
66 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 299 
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man-at-arms in the personal retinue of Captain John Afford.®’ On 
23 Dec 1429 Adam is at Tombelaine under Thomas Burgh.® On 10 
Feb 1430 Adam is at Tombelaine under John Nessefield.°? Then on 
2 May 1432 Adam occurs in a muster roll in field service and in the 
Siege of St Ceneri under the captaincy of Robert Willoughby, Lord 
of Eresby.’° By this tume Adam is some thirty-two years of age. His 
master Lord Eresby is around forty-seven (Medievalsoldier database). 
Then in 14 Jul 1432 Adam occurs as man-at-arms in the retinue of 
Sir William Trafford in the field again and in the Marches of Av- 
ranchin.’! On 28 Jul 1432 he is still retinue in the field in the 
Marches of Mortain and Domfront.’? On 24 Aug 1432 he is still ret- 
inue in the field now under Sir William Crafford in the Marches of 
Mortain and in the Defence of Domfront.’’ On 16 Mar 1434 Adam 
occurs as man-at-arms under the captaincy of Thomas Montagu and 
Thomas Offord at the Garrison of Falaise.’* Adam is now about 
thirty-four years of age and his master Thomas Montague would be 
about forty-six (Medievalsoldier database). On 2 Jul 1437 Adam 


a 


67 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 11607 

68 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 1439 

69 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 1439 

70 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Clairambault 207, no. 111 - 120 
71 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 710 

Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 712 

Muster Roll BNF. NAF 8602 no 17 

74 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 33 
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Dewhurst occurs under the captaincy of Thomas Lord Scales and 
Ellis Longworth at the Garrison of Vire and in the field.’> Adam oc- 
curs again on 30 Jul 1437 at the Garrison and in the field.’”° Adam 
finally occurs on 19 Dec 1437 at the Garrison of Vire with Lord 
Scales and Hugh Carrington.” In his last occurrence Adam would 
be about thirty-seven years of age. His master Lord Scales would 


have been about forty (Medtevalsoldier database). 


Christopher Dewhurst occurs in May 1421 as an archer in the Ex- 
pedition to France’®. And again on May 1421 as archer foot’. He 
occurs again in May as archer.®° There is a possible further occur- 
rence but the day of the month has not survived and the rank is listed 
as *? (foot)' (¢bid). On 1 Oct 1424 there is an occurrence of a Christo- 
pher ‘Dewers’, man-at-arms, under the captaincy of Laurence Hal- 
den at Tombelaine.®! It is the only occurrence of a Dewers soldier in 
the entire database and given the collateral details it is highly likely 
that this is in fact Christopher Dewhurst. On | Aug 1427 Christo- 


pher Dewhurst occurs as man-at-arms under the captaincy of 


7 
7 
7 


on 


Muster Roll BNF. MS. Clairambault 199, no. 73 - 76 
Muster Roll BNF. MS. Clairambault 199, no. 58 - 61 
Muster Roll BNF. MS. Clairambault 199, no. 38 
Muster Roll TINA E101/50/28 ml 

Muster Roll TNA E101/50/28 m3 

Muster Roll TINA E101/50/28 m5d 
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Thomas Burgh at Tombelaine.®? He then occurs on 21 Sep 1429 
under the captaincy of Thomas Burgh at Tombelaine.*? On 23 Dec 
1429 he occurs as man-at-arms at the Garrison of Tombelaine.** On 
10 Feb 1430 he occurs as man-at-arms under the sub-captaincy of 
John Nessefield at Tombelaine.®° He then occurs on 9 Oct 1431 as 
man-at-arms foot under the captaincy of Sir William de la Pole, 
Duke of Suffolk at the Garrison of Tombelaine.®° He occurs again 
on 27 Nov®’ and 17 Dec®® On 5 May 1432 he occurs under the cap- 
taincy of Sir William de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk and Thomas Chise- 
val at the Garrison of Tombelaine.®? He occurs again on 20 Dec 
1435 as man-at-arms under the sub-captaincy of Maykin of Lang- 
worth at the Garrison of Tombelaine.°° Christopher then occurs on 
6 Feb 1436 as man-at-arms under the captaincy of Sir William de la 


Pole and Makyn of Langworth at the Garrison of Tombelaine.?! On 


82 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 250 

83 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 415 

84 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 1438 

85 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 1439 

86 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25769 no. 537 

87 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 648 

88 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 660 

89 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Clairambault 201, no. 20 
90 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25772 no. 1037 

91 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25773 no. 1060 
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3 Mar 1440 Christopher occurs under the captaincy of John Beau- 
fort, Duke of Somerset at the Garrison of Tombelaine.9? A Christo- 
pher Dewhurst occurs again on 19 Mar 1440 as an archer at the 
Garrison of Bayeaux under the captaincy of Matthew Gough and 
sub-captaincy of James Dryland.%? We take this record to be evi- 
dence of a second Christopher Dewhurst. This is his first and only 
occurrence in the records. If he were at least eighteen years of age at 
the date of his engagement then he may have been born around 
1422. Christopher Dewhurst, man-at-arms, finally occurs on 17 Jul 
1443 on the Expedition to France under the captaincy of John Beau- 
fort Duke of Somerset and sub-captaincy of William Greenacres.°* 
Now, if Christopher were at least eighteen years of age in his first 
engagement as archer in 1421 we could set his date of birth at around 
1403. It seems quite reasonable that by 1424, at the age of perhaps 


twenty-one years he was being retained as man-at-arms. 


We will now move on to discuss the remaining archers of the House 
of Dewhurst. Raulyn Dewhurst, Ralph Dewhurst and John de 
Dewhurst occur in the Expedition to France in 1415. Raulyn occurs 


as archer in the retinue of Sir John Radcliffe, under the command of 


92 Muster Roll BNF MS Clairambault 200, no. 92 and 93 
93 Muster Roll BNF MS Clairambault 163, no. 63 
94 Muster Roll TNA E101/54/5 m2 
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Henry V.% Sir John Radcliffe and his retinue are believed to have 
fought at the Battle of Agincourt. Radcliffe was made a Knight of 
the Order of the Garter in 1429 and is commemorated in the Chapel 
of St George at Windsor Castle (ibid). We take the name Raulyn, as 
we discussed, to be another version of the name Ralph. However, 
the entries for Raulyn and Ralph do not seem to represent a single 
person. For, Ralph Dewhurst occurs in a separate roll and he 1s listed 
as an archer in the retinue of Thomas Beaufort Earl of Dorset be- 
tween 1415-1416.°’ The entry indicates that he mustered for the 
Garrison of Harfleur. John de Dewhurst occurs as yeoman-valet 
archer in the retinue of Sir James Harrington under the command 
of Henry V.%8 According to Prof. Curry, five hundred companies of 
archers were raised in Lancashire, divided into ten fifty-strong com- 
panies headed by eight knights and three esquires.99 Curry goes on 
to say that “When the company led by Sir James Harrington passed 
near Salisbury on 4 Aug, en route for the embarkation at Southamp- 


ton, a dispute arose with the inhabitants that led to the deaths of four 


9 Retinue Roll E101/45/11 m3 

96 "The Knights of the Garter at Agincourt’, article on the website of The College of 
St George at Windsor Castle, https://www.stgeorges-windsor.org/im- 
age_of_the_month/ knights-garter-agincourt/ (retrieved 13 Mar 2022). 
source listed: 'Farnath, A (2015) Commemorating the 600th Annwersary of the 
Battle of Agincourt, Friday 25th October 1415' 

97 Retinue Roll TNA E101/47/39 

98 Retinue Rolls TNA E101/47/32 m1 

99 Curry, A (2008) Partictpants in the battle of Agincourt, ODNB online 


29 


The Belligerent Dewhursts 


of the city’s men’. We find a further account of the events in this 


extract below from History of Parliament Online: 


During the march south, blows were exchanged between 
his own followers and the men of Salisbury, who had 
previously shown far less enthusiasm for the idea of a 
costly overseas campaign; and at least five fatalities oc- 
curred in the ensuing fracas. Once in France, Sir James 
and his men proved equally spirited in the face of the 
enemy, fighting at Harfleur and Agincourt, and sustain- 
ing expenses of almost £192, of which at least £51 re- 
mained outstanding two years later. On his return to 
England, Sir James was appointed to supervise the pay- 
ment of those Lancashire archers and yeomen who had 


served immediately under the King at Agincourt!?° 


As a matter of interest the mortal remains of a James Harrington are 
interred in the cemetery of the Priory Church of St Mary, in Lancas- 
ter, less than five hundred metres from my study. However, we are 
not sure at present whether these are the remains of the same James 


Harrington although it is possible that our man in Lancaster was one 


100 History of Partament Online website at https://www.historyofparliamen- 
tonline.org/volume/ 1386-1421/member/haryngton-sir-james-1417  (re- 
trieved 14 Mar 2022). Source listed: Roskell, J S, Clark, L and Rawcliffe, 
C (1993) The History of Parhament : The House of Commons 1386 - 1421 


30 


The Belligerent Dewhursts 


of Sir James’s cousins. Returning now to our genealogical analysis, if 
John, Raulyn and Ralph were at least eighteen years of age when 
they joined the Expedition to France then we could set their dates of 
birth at around 1397. In 1417, we identify a Nicholas Dewhurst. 
Nicholas occurs as an archer in the Expedition to France, under the 
lieutenancy of Edward Houghton, the captaincy of Humphrey of 
Gloucester and under the command of Henry V.!°! We now return 
to John de Dewhurst. In May 1421 he musters in the Expedition to 
France.! He is not now accounted yeoman-valet, but archer and 
archer foot. John must now be at least twenty-four years of age and 
he is still being retained as an archer. On 11 May 1423 our archer 
Nicholas Dewhurst occurs again under the captaincy of ‘Thomas 
Montague, Earl of Salisbury at the Garrison of Falaise.!°3 According 
to our reckoning he is now at least twenty-four years of age. On 20 
Dec 1435 Charles Dewhurst occurs as archer under the sub-cap- 
taincy of Makyn of Langworth at Tombelaine.!°! This is Charles’s 
first occurrence in the tables. If he was at least eighteen years of age 
we could set his date of birth at around 1416. He occurs again on 16 


Feb 1436 as archer under the captaincy of Sir William de la Pole at 


101 Muster Roll TNA E101/51/2 m1 

102 Muster Roll TNA E101/50/28 m1 

103 Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 89 

104 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25772 no. 1037 
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the Garrison of Tombelaine. !° William Dewhurst and Perkyn 
Dewhurst appear for the first time on 17 Jul 1443 as archers under 
the command of John Beaufort Duke of Somerset in the Expedition 
to France.!°° It is their only occurrence in the tables. If William 
Dewhurst and Perkyn Dewhurst were at least eighteen years of age 


in 1443 we could set their dates of birth at around 1425. 


We now continue in our genealogical analysis. Geoffrey was born 
around 1380 and Thomas around 1385. John, Ralph, Raulyn and 
Nicholas seem to have been born perhaps as late as 1397 and 1399. 
They appear to be too old to be the sons of Geoffrey and Thomas so 
we will assume that they are in the same generation. As we will see 
when we examine the Poll Tax records in the next chapter, in 1379 
there were four Dewhurst households in Lancashire.!°’ Rogero de 
Dewhurst, head of the Dewhurst family and his three sons Ricardo, 
Roberto and Willelmo. Since the men were over the age of sixteen 
we must infer that Ricardo, Roberto and Willelmo were born prior 
to 1363. Willelmo was married and it is very likely that Ricardo and 
Roberto were also married. It seems most likely that our first gener- 


ation of soldiers are in descent of Ricardo, Roberto and Willelmo. 


105 Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr 25773 no. 1060 
106 Muster Roll TNA E101/54/5 m12 
107 Fenwick, C.C. (1998) The Poll Taxes of 1377, 1879and 1381. Part I Bed- 


fordshire-Leicestershire, Oxford University Press 
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There 1s little information to help us to determine which of the broth- 
ers was the eldest. Ricardo and his brother Roberto occur again in 
the records in 1388 when they take up a lease of lands in Salesburi 
and Clayton.!°° We have found no further occurrence of Willelmo 
in the records. Since our occupation is to reconstruct the Dewhurst 
Pedigree we will assume for this purpose that Ricardo, whose son 
Geoffrey is the eldest of the Dewhurst men-at-arms, is the eldest of 
the three brothers. In the first generation of our soldiers the House 
of Dewhurst produced two lances and four archers. It is perfectly 
feasible that Ricardo, Roberto and Willelmo each produced a son 
who would serve as a lance, that is as a man-at-arms, yet we have a 
record of only two, Geoffrey and Thomas. In our reconstruction we 
will assume that Geoffrey and ‘Thomas are in descent each of Ri- 
cardo and his younger brother Roberto. In the same generation, yet 
born significantly later than Geoffrey and Thomas we have John de 
Dewhurst, Ralph de Dewhurst, Raulyn de Dewhurst and Nicholas 
de Dewhurst. Since John de Dewhurst is the only man stated to have 
been yeoman-valettus, we will suggest that John was the younger 
brother of Geoffrey Dewhurst, heir of Le Dewhurst after his father 


Ricardo Dewhurst. In identifying the paternity of our six Dewhurst 


108 Brownbill, J (The Record Society, 1819) A Calendar of that part of the col- 
lection of deeds and papers of the Moore Family of Bankhall, Liverpool, co. Lancaster 
now in the Lwerpool Public Labrary, p. 191 
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soldiers it would seem reasonable to propose that each of the 
Dewhurst brothers Ricardo, Roberto and Willelmo, produced two 
sons. Now we observe that the English do not give the same personal 
name to two sons while the other lives. Since Raulyn is a version of 
the name Ralph we must conclude that Raulyn and Ralph are not 
brothers and must therefore be cousins. As we have already ascribed 
two sons to Ricardo, logically we will ascribe Ralph and Raulyn as 
sons of Roberto and Willelmo. Again we have no way of knowing 
which of the brothers fathered them but we note that Ralph served 
with Thomas Dewhurst at the Garrison of Harfleur and it seems 
most likely that Ralph was serving with his elder brother. For our 
reconstruction we will ascribe Ralph to be the son of Roberto and 
the younger brother of Thomas. Then, by elimination, Raulyn and 
Nicholas are the sons of Willelmo de Dewhurst, whom we will take 


to be the youngest of the three brothers. 


As we have seen our archers are some years older than four of our 
men-at-arms. Raulyn occurs on 16 Mar 1434, as archer under the 
captaincy of Thomas Montague, Earl of Salisbury at Falaise. At the 
age of around thirty-seven years Raulyn 1s still being retained as an 
archer. Why then do John, Ralph, Raulyn and Nicholas serve as 
archers even as older men and never occur as men-at-arms? The 
obvious answer is that Adam, Christopher, Geoffrey and ‘Thomas 


are closer to the Dewhurst line of succession than John, Ralph, 
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Raulyn and Nicholas. We base our wider thesis upon the likelihood 
that all of the true Dewhursts are in descent of Adam de le Deuhi- 
hurst, who would have been born perhaps as early as 1290 and who 
may have lived up to the year 1362. We know from the taxation rec- 
ords that Adam had an eldest son, Roger Dewhurst of Livesay, that 
Roger had an eldest son Roger and we reason that Ricardo, Roberto 
and Willelmo are in descent of Roger the younger. Perhaps, if Wil- 
lelmo’s estate was smaller than those of Ricardo and Roberto, then 
his sons could not obtain plate armor, suitable weapons and mounts 
and could not aspire to stand in melee. They would serve the King 
as archers and not as men-at-arms, along with their cousins, John 


and Ralph who were the younger brothers of Geoffrey and Thomas. 


We now move on to identify the relationship between the remaining 
four Dewhurst men-at-arms. Adam, Christopher, Geoffrey and 
Thomas would bear arms and stand in melee and the likelihood is 
that they would have learned the arts of war and combat under their 
fathers. In the tables there were in total six Dewhurst men-at-arms, 
eight further Dewhurst men who would serve as archers and a fif- 
teenth Dewhurst, Robert, for whom the full record has not survived. 
The traditions of naming which we have observed in the House of 
Dewhurst, over several centuries, have shown us that there is a ten- 
dency for Dewhurst boys to be named after their fathers, their uncles 


and their grandfathers. On the basis of our earlier analysis it appears 
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that Adam de Dewhurst is born around 1400, Christopher Dewhurst 
around 1403, Geoffrey Dewhurst (the younger) around 1404 and 
Thomas de Dewhurst (the younger) around 1405. Adam de 
Dewhurst is unlikely to be a younger brother of the elder Geoffrey 
and ‘Thomas and we have no reason to suppose that he is their 
cousin. However, it could certainly be the case that Adam is the son 
of the elder Geoffrey or Thomas. Adam 1s likely to be the eldest of 
our four men-at-arms and in descent of Ricardo or Roberto del 
Dewehirste. Between the two possible sires, Geoffrey and Thomas, 
the earliest occurrence in the records is for Geoffrey. We will suggest 
that Adam is the eldest son of the eldest brother and this would make 
him the son of Geoffrey Dewhurst, the elder. As we saw earlier Geof- 
frey Dewhurst the younger occurs in his first engagement as archer 
in 1422 but from 1427 he is being retained as man-at-arms. He must 
be close to the line of succession and he must have learned his skills 
in arms from his father. As he is named after Geoffrey we infer that 
he is Geoffrey’s second son and the younger brother of Adam de 
Dewhurst. In the question of the descent of Christopher de 
Dewhurst, the man-at-arms, we first observe that he transitions to 
the rank of man-at-arms in his early twenties. It seems most likely 
that of our fourteen medieval soldiers Christopher must be close to 
the line of succession to Le Dewhurst. He would appear to be younger 
than Adam, so he would not be a brother of our elder men-at-arms, 


Geoffrey and ‘Thomas. In May 1421 Adam, Christopher and John 
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occur in the same muster. The natural inference is that they are close 
kin. In principle, Christopher could be a younger brother of Adam 
and in descent from Geoffrey. However, if Adam is in descent from 
Geoffrey it is just as likely that Christopher is the eldest son of 
Thomas and that Christopher learnt to bear arms under his father 
and therefore he is the nephew of Ralph de Dewhurst and a few 
years his junior. Our remaining man-at-arms is Thomas de 
Dewhurst the younger. According to our analysis Thomas was born 
around 1405. He served his first engagement on 11 May 1423 as 
archer at Falaise. As early as 1427, at the age of twenty-two, ‘Thomas 
is being retained as man-at-arms. ‘Thomas, like his fellow three men- 
at-arms must be close to the Dewhurst succession and must therefore 
be in descent of Roberto del Dewehirste. On the basis of our analysis 
Thomas is the youngest of our four men-at-arms. He could in prin- 
ciple be a younger brother of Adam and Geoffrey. However, on bal- 
ance, it seems likely that he is the younger brother of Christopher 
and the second son of his namesake Thomas de Dewhurst, eldest son 
of Roberto del Dewehirste. According to our analysis then it is Adam 
de Dewhurst who is heir of Le Dewhurst after his father Geoffrey 


and his grandfather Ricardo del Dewehirste of Saleburi. 


We will now consider the relationships of our last generation of arch- 
ers: Charles, Christopher, William and Perkyn. According to our 


analysis Charles was born around 1417, Christopher was born 
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around 1422 and William and Perkyn were born around 1425. In 
our endeavour to reconstruct the genealogy of the Bellgerent Dewhursts 
we refer to conventions which we have observed in the Dewhurst 
records from the thirteenth century up to the present day. ‘There are 
a number of Dewhurst names which very frequently recur. We found 
that the names John and William are both very popular and also 
occur in the senior lines of the Dewhurst family. In contrast the less 
common names of Christopher, Geoffrey, Ralph, Charles and Nich- 
olas are not seen, from the 1500s onwards, in the senior line. How- 
ever, we found that Geoffrey and Christopher occur more frequently 
than Ralph, Charles and Nicholas. ‘The name Thomas is very com- 
mon. Indeed in the list of Dewhurst Wills in Lancashire between the 
fifteenth and nineteenth centuries we found some fifty testators 
named Thomas and no Geoffreys occurring at all. The writer’s sixth 
and eleventh great grandfathers were both given the first name 
Thomas and our ninth great grand uncle Thomas Dewhurst was Cu- 
rate of Whitworth Chapel. ‘There are 1105 Thomas Dewhursts rec- 
orded in the OPC records for Lancashire. There are only eight oc- 
currences for Geoffrey. It does occur from time to time. For example 
there is a Geoffrey Dewhurst mentioned in the Whalley Abbey Bur- 


sar’s Accounts!0, and we take it that he was probably a younger 


109 Ashmore, Owen ed. (2022) The Whalley Abbey Bursars' Account for 1520, 
the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, 
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brother of John Dewhurst, the heir of Le Dewhurst in the early 
1500s. John and William then are among the most commonly occur- 
ring Dewhurst names and Nicholas and Charles among the most un- 
common. For Nicholas, the earliest occurrence in the OPC records 
for Lancashire is in the 1800s and up to the present day there are 
only fourteen occurrence.!!° William is associated with the Dewhurst 
senior line and Nicholas, Ralph, Charles, and Perkyn occur exclu- 
sively in the minor lines. The variation Raulyn is unique. On the 
basis of this bias we are inclined to believe that the archer William, 
further from the line of succession than his cousins Adam, Geoffrey, 
Christopher and ‘Thomas was the son of John de Dewhurst in de- 
scent of Ricardo. We have ascribed two sons to each of our first gen- 
eration of men-at-arms. In the course of our discussion we have ac- 
counted the paternity of every Dewhurst of the earliest generation, 
that is of the generation following that of Ricardo del Dewehirst and 
his brothers Roberto and Willelmo, except for Ralph, Raulyn and 
Nicholas. It seems most likely that they are the fathers of Christo- 
pher, Charles and Perkyn. Ralph, then would have named his son 
after his nephew Christopher. Raulyn is present with his son Charles 


at Falaise in 1434. Nicholas, our remaining sire, is, by elimination, 


https://www.hslc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/114-5-Ash- 
more.pdf (retrieved 18 Mar 2022) 

110 OPC (online Parish Clerks) records for Lancashire, https://www.lan- 
opc.org.uk (retrieved 14 Mar 2022) 
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most likely to be the father of Perkyn. We cannot be certain that our 
ascriptions are correct but we have constructed a core genealogy 
which represents the History of the House of Dewhurst in the period 
and we have created a way of organising the limited genealogical 


data which can now be represented in a traditional Pedigree. 


In summary, the Dewhursts served as professional mercenaries in 
numerous engagements throughout Normandy and also at Maine 
and Anjou. Each of the Dewhurst men-at-arms were retained for in- 
dependent engagements but they were also brothers in arms. The 
Dewhursts served together in the Expeditions to France in 1415, at 
Harfleur, Agincourt, in the Expeditions to France in 1421 and 1443 
and in operations based at Falaise, Avranches and Tombelaine. Ac- 
cording to our analysis none of the Dewhurst esquires served in arms 
beyond the age of forty, the latest being Christopher Dewhurst in 
1443. Ricardo, Roberto and Willelmo do not occur in the tables. As 
we have mentioned there is a fifteenth Dewhurst soldier, Robert. 
The full record has not survived and the tables give us no details of 
his rank or status. Only that his service may have been naval. We 
cannot account for Robert’s place in our genealogy, except to say 
that Robert is the most ancient personal name in the House of 
Dewhurst. It is the name of the historical head of our family Roberto 
de le Deuhihurst and of the writer’s tenth and twelfth great grandfa- 


thers. It was also the name, as we have seen, of the younger brother 
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of Ricardo de Dewehirst and, it may be the case that Robert was a 
third son of Roberto de Dewehirst of Billington. We take Robert’s 
presence in the tables to be a strong indication that there was more, 
possibly much more, Dewhurst military activity in the period. In 
conclusion, although we have identified substantial evidence of the 
Dewhurst engagements in the period, so many of the records of the 
period have not survived. As we read more accounts of the period 
and as we examine more primary sources we are hopeful that we will 
discover further Dewhurst historical and genealogical evidence. In 
particular that which would shed light upon the military careers of 
the three brothers: Ricardo, Roberto and Willelmo de Dewyhurst. 
As we saw in the previous chapter!!! on 18 Sep 1445 a Christopher 
Dewhurst, of Ribchester, is ordained acolyte at York.!!? We cannot 
be certain which of our soldiers entered the Church but the 
Dewhurst name is a very uncommon name in the period and it is 
highly likely to have been one of them. Perhaps Christopher experi- 
enced a change of heart or felt drawn to the path of Christ. Perhaps 
he wished to atone for his share in the terrible bloodshed of the wars. 


It would seem that he kept his resolve, since he was ordained deacon 


11 Refers to our unpublished thesis Dewhurst, S W (2020) A Path to Arms: 
A Pedigree and Genealogical Study of the Dewhurts of Blackburneshire 

112 Smith, D M (2019) York Clergy Ordinations 1425 - 1449, 130 at p. 215, 
Borthwick Institute for Archives at the University of York, 
https://www.york.ac.uk/media/borthwick/documents/publications, (re- 
trieved 14 Mar 2022) 
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in 12 Mar 1445/6 and priest on 11 Jun 1446 (2bid). In our earlier 
chapter we also mentioned the occurrence of a Nicholas Dewhurst, 
whom we assumed was a brother monk of the Abbey of Cumber- 
mere.!!3 According to our analysis our archer Nicholas was born 
around 1399. It is most unlikely he is the same Nicholas Dewhurst 
identified in the Compoutus for 1478. It may be that the later Nicholas 
was in descent of our archer, perhaps his grandson or great grand- 
son. There are few echoes of his name in the early parish records. It 
may be that the archer’s descendant found his way in the path of 
Christ and that he made the decision not to have a family of his own 


but to be celibate and part of another sort of family in the Church. 


113 occurs in the Whalley Abbey Compotus for 1478, reproduced in Chap- 
ter II of Book II , p. 123 of Whitaker, T D (London, 1818) An History of the 
Onginal Parish of Whalley and Honor of Clitheroe, 3rd Edition 
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Appendix |: A Chronology of the Belligerent Dewhursts 


1403 - 
1404 


1407 


Geoffrey Dewhurst serves King Henry IV is at Battle of 
Shrewsbury on 21 July 1403 (Calendar of Patent Rolls, 
Hen IV, vol. III, 1405 - 1408, p. 76 at TNA SC 
8/184/9172). It is likely that he fought as man-at-arms. 
He is at Berwick 7 Jul 1405 and his father Richard del 
Dewehirst of Blackburneshire is present (ibid). Thomas 
Dewhurst occurs as archer under the captaincy and com- 
mand of John of Lancaster, 1st Duke Bedford at the Gar- 
rison of Berwick on 1403-1404 (Retinue Rolls TINA 
E101/43/26 m2 and m3). Thomas Dewhurst occurs on 
18 December 1404 as Yeoman/Valet Archer at the Gar- 
risons of Montgomery in Wales and Bishop’s Castle in 
Shropshire under ‘Thomas Neville, Lord Furnivall (Mus- 
ter Rolls TNA, E101/44/6 m3 and m6). 


Thomas Dewhurst occurs as archer under the captaincy 
and command of John Talbot the Earl of Shrewsbury, 
at the Garrison of Montgomery in Wales on 25 Apr 
1407 (Retinue Roll TNA E101/44/14 ml). 
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1415 - 
1416 


Thomas Dewhurst [also de Dewehirst] in the retinue of 
‘Thomas Beaufort Earl of Dorset, at the Garrison of Har- 
fleur July 1415. [Retained by Earl of Dorset under E.101 
69/504 with Ralph de Longetre and John Banastre; 
Longetre occurs in 1397 at Roxburgh; Banastre occurs as 
man-at-arms, Harfleur]. ‘Thomas occurs as man-at-arms 
in Duke of Exeter’s Retinue Roll 1415 - 1416 with entry 
‘Garrison; mustered: Harfleur’ (TNA E101/47/39). 
Thomas Beaufort commanded the Garrison after the 
Siege of Harfleur. Thomas does not occur in the Harley 
782 MS nor in any of the sick lists from Harfleur. He 


could have been present at the Battle of Agincourt. 


John de Dewehurst occurs as yeoman-valet 
archer in the retinue of Captain Sir James Harrington, 
under the command of Henry V on the Expedition to 
France 1415 (Retinue Rolls, TNA E101/47/32 ml). He 
is likely to have been present at the incident in Salisbury 
on the way to the disembarkation where four of the 
townspeople were slain by the soldiers in the course of a 
dispute. Sir James Harrington and his retinue are known 
to have served the King at the Battle of Agincourt. John 
de Dewhurst does not occur in the Harley 782 MS or in 


any of the sick lists from Harfleur. 
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1417 


Raulyn Dewhurst occurs as an archer in the retinue of 
Captain Sir John Radcliffe and under the command of 
Henry V, in the Expedition to France in 1415 (Retinue 
Roll TNA E101/45/11 m3). Sir John Radcliffe and his 
retinue are believed to have fought at the Battle of Agin- 
court. A Ralph Dewhurst occurs in 1415 - 1416 as an 
archer in the retinue of Thomas Beaufort, the Earl of 
Dorset, with the entry ‘Garrison; mustered: Harfleur’ 
(TNA E101/47/39). This other record seems to identify 
a second Ralph Dewhurst and neither men occur in the 


Harley 782 or any of the surviving sick lists. 


Nicholas Dewehost occurs in 1417 on a Muster Roll as 
archer on Expedition to France in the retinue of Humph- 
rey of Lancaster, the Duke of Gloucester and Lieutenant 
Edward Houghton under the command of Henry V, 
King of England in 1417 (TNA E101/51/2 ml). 
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1421 


1422 


John Dewhurst occurs as an archer, in the Expedition to 
France in May 1421 (Muster Roll TNA E101/50/28 
m1). He occurs again as an archer foot (Muster Roll TNA 
E101/50/28 m8d). Adam Dewhurst occurs as man-at- 
arms foot on the Expedition to France in May 1421 
(Muster Rolls TNA E101/50/28 m1; TNA E101/50/28 
m5d, ‘TNA E101/50/28 m8d). Adam Dewhurst occurs 
again as man-at-arms foot (TNA E101/50/28 m3d). 
Christopher Dewhurst occurs for the first time as an 
archer in the Expedition to France (Muster list TNA 
E101/50/28 m1). And as archer foot (TNA E101/50/28 


m3). They are all on the same Muster Roll. 


Adam Dewhurst occurs as man-at-arms foot, at the Gar- 
rison of Rouen 27 February 1422 (Muster Roll TINA 
E101/49/31) and again in the retinue of Sir John Har- 
pelay and under the command of Thomas Beaufort 
(Muster List TNA E101/50/22). On 10 Oct 1422 Geof- 
frey Dewhurst occurs as an archer at the Garrison of 
Bayeaux in the retinue of Sir Wiliam Breton (Muster 
Roll BNF. MS.Fr 25770, no. 730). On 14 Oct a second 
Geoffrey Dewhurst occurs as a man-at-arms, this time in 


the retinue of Sir William de la Pole and the entry states 
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1423 


1424 


1425 


‘Garrison of St Lo/Coutances/Park L’Eveque’ (Muster 
Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25766, no. 809). 


On 11 May 1423 a Thomas Dewhurst occurs as an 
archer in the retinue of Thomas Montagu, Earl of Salis- 
bury at the Garrison of Falaise (Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 
89). Nicholas Dewhurst occurs as an archer, a t theGar- 


rison of Falaise on the same Muster Roll. 


Christopher Dewhurst (Dewers) occurs on | Oct 1424 as 
man-at-arms in the retinue of Laurence Halden, Garri- 
son of Tombelaine (Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 
107). This is the only occurrence of a Dewers soldier in 
the entire database and we think that it is very likely that 


it simply another misspelling of the Dewhurst name. 


Adam Dewhurst occurs on 11 Feb 1425 as man-at-arms 
in the official retinue of Sir John Harpelay in the Bailli of 
Alencon and the Conquest of Maine (Muster Roll AN K 
62/11/19). He occurs again in a Muster Roll taken be- 
fore the Fortress of St Suzanne | Sep 1425, still in the 
retinue of Sir John Harpelay (AN K 59/10). 
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1427 


1428 


Geoffrey Dewhurst occurs on | Aug 1427 as a man-at- 
arms in the retinue of Thomas Burgh at the Garrison of 
Tombelaine (Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25768, no. 250). 
Thomas Dewhurst occurs on the same Muster as man- 
at-arms in the retinue of Thomas Burgh at Tombelaine. 
Christopher Dewhurst occurs in the same Muster as 
man-at-arms in the retinue of Thomas Burgh at ‘Tom- 
belaine. Thomas occurs again on | Oct 1427 still with 
Thomas Burgh (Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25768, no. 
257). Christopher Dewhurst occurs in the same Muster, 
still a man-at-arms, in the retinue of Thomas Burgh at 
Tombelaine. Adam (Atkin) Dewhurst occurs as man-at- 
arms in the retinue of Sir Thomas Blount in the field in 
the Conquest of Anjou and Maine in a Muster Roll taken 
at Essay 16 Oct 1427 (BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 260). 


Thomas Dewhurst occurs on 27 May 1428, as man-at- 
arms foot in a Muster Roll, still at Tombelaine with 
Thomas Burgh (BL. Add. Ch. 11593). Geoffrey 
Dewhurst, man-at-arms foot, occurs in the same Muster. 
On 8 Aug Adam (Atkin) Dewhurst occurs as man-at-arms 
foot in a muster taken at Vernon, in the Retinue of Sir 


Thomas Rempston in the field in the Orleans Campaign 
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1429 


under the command of Thomas Montagu the Earl of 
Salisbury (BNF. MS. Fr. 25768, no. 291). On 29 Sep 
1428 Adam occurs again in a Muster taken at Meung, 
man-at-arms in the Retinue of Sir Thomas Rempston in 
the field under the command of ‘Thomas Montagu in the 
Orleans Campaign (BNF. MS. Fr. 25768, no. 299). 
Thomas and Geoffrey occur again with Thomas Burgh 
at Tombelaine in a muster taken 26 Oct 1428 (Muster 
Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 178) and again on 25 Nov 
1428 (Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 314). On 24 
Dec 1428 Adam Dewhurst occurs again as man-at-arms 
in the personal retinue of John Afford (Offord?) in a mus- 


ter taken at Meung sur Loire (BL. Add. Ch. 11607). 


Thomas, Geoffrey and Christopher de Dewhurst occur 
as men-at-arms in a Muster Roll taken 21 Sep 1429, still 
with Thomas Burgh at Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 
25768, no. 415). The entries state with ‘crew’ indicating 
that the men are expected to serve in the field. They oc- 
cur again on 23 Dec 1429 still as men-at-arms at Tom- 
belaine and, in this Muster, Adam (Atkyn) is present as a 
man-at-arms with them (BL. Add. Ch. 1438). 
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1430 


1431 


On 10 Feb 1430 Thomas, Geoffrey, Christopher and 
Adam de Dewhurst occur together as men-at-arms at 
Tombelaine, under the captaincy of John Nessefield 
(Muster Roll BL. Add. Ch. 1439). 


On 9 Oct 1431 Geoffrey Dewhurst and Christopher 
Dewhurst both occur as man-at-arms foot in the retinue 
of William de la Pole at the Garrison ofTlombelaine 
(Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25769, no. 537). Christopher 
occurs again on 27 Nov 1431 (Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 
25769, no. 537) and again on 17 Dec 1431 (Muster Roll 
BNF. MS. Fr. 25769, no. 648). On 27 Nov 1431 Geoffrey 
Dewhurst occurs as man-at-arms foot in the retinue of 
William de la Pole at Tombelaine (Muster Roll BNF. 
MS. Fr. 25770 no. 648). He occurs again on 27 Dec 1431 
(Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 660). 
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1432 


On 2 May 1432 Adam Dewhurst occurs as man-at-arms 
in field service in the Siege of St Ceneri under the cap- 
taincy of Robert Willoughby, Lord of Eresby (Muster 
Roll BNF. MS. Clairambault 207, no. 111 - 120). On 5 
May 1432 Christopher Dewhurst occurs at Tombelaine 
under the Captaincy of William de la Pole and Thomas 
Chiseval (Muster Roll BNF. MS. Clairambault 201, no. 
20). Geoffrey Dewhurst occurs in the same Muster as 
man-at-arms foot. On 6 May 1432 Thomas Dewhurst 
occurs as man-at-arms in the retinue of William de la 
Pole at the Garrison of Avranches (Muster Roll BNF. 
MS. Fr. 25770, no. 699). On 14 Jul 1432 Adam Dewhurst 
occurs as man-at-arms in the retinue of Sir William Traf- 
ford in the field in the Marches of Avranchin (Muster 
Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25770, no. 710). He occurs again 28 
July 1432, retinue in the field, Marches of Mortain and 
Domfront (Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25770, no. 712). 
And again 24 Aug 1432, still retinue in the field, with Sir 
William Trafford, in the Marches of Mortain and the De- 
fence of Domfront (BNF. NAF 8602 no. 17). 
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1434 


1435 


1436 


On 16 Mar 1434 Adam Dewhurst occurs as man-at-arms 
under the captaincy of Thomas Montagu and Thomas 
Offord at the Garrison of Falaise (MusterRoll BNF. MS. 
Fr. 25767, no. 33). Thomas Dewhurst occurs as man-at- 
arms in the same Muster. Ralph (Raulyn) Dewhurst oc- 


curs as an archer in the same Muster. 


On 20 Dec 1435 Christopher Dewhurst occurs as a man- 
at-arms, under Makyn Langworth at the Garrison of 
Tombelaine (Muster Roll BNF. MS. Fr. 25772, no. 
1037). Geoffrey Dewhurst occurs as a man-at-arms foot 
in the same Muster. Charles (Charlot) also occurs as an 


archer in the same Muster. 


On 16 Feb 1436 Christopher Dewhurst occurs as man- 
at-arms under the captaincy of William de la Pole and 
Makyn Langworth at Tombelaine (Muster Roll BNF. 
MS. Fr. 25773, no. 1060). Thomas Dewhurst occurs as a 
man-at-arms and Charles Dewhurst occurs as an archer, 


all in the same Muster. 
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1437 


1440 


On 2 Jul 1437 Adam Dewhurst occurs with Ellis Long- 
worth in the retinue of Thomas Lord Scales at the Garri- 
son of Vire and to serve in the field (BNF. MS. 
Clairambault 199, no. 73 - 6). Adam occurs again on 30 
Jul 1437 at the Garrison and in the field (BNF. MS. 
Clairambault 199, no. 58 - 61). And again on 19 Dec 
1437 at the Garrison of Vire with Lord Scales and Hugh 
Carrington (BNF. MS. Clairambault 199, no. 38) 


On 3 Mar 1440 a Christopher Dewhurst occurs under 
the captaincy of John Beaufort, Duke of Somerset at the 
Garrison of ‘Tombelaine (Muster Roll BNF. MS. 
Clairambault 200, no. 92 and 93). On 19 Mar 1440 a 
second Christopher Dewhurst occurs, this time as an 
archer under the captaincy and lieutenancy of Matthew 
Gough and James Dryland at the Garrison of Bayeaux 
(BNF. MS. Clairambault 163, no. 63). 
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1443 


n.k. 


William Dewhurst occurs as archer in the Expedition to 
France in the retinue of John Beaufort Duke of Somerset, 
with William Greenacres in a Muster Roll taken on 17 
Jul 1443 (TNA, E101/54/5 m12). Perkyn Dewhurst oc- 
curs as archer in the Expedition to France under Beaufort 
and Nicholas Hardys in the same Muster. Christopher 
Dewhurst occurs as man-at-arms in the Expedition to 
France under Beaufort and Greenacres in a Muster taken 


on the same day (TNA, E101/54/5 m2). 


Robert Dewhurst occurs in Lists of Retinues (TNA, 
E101/50/27, m5). Details of service are not known but 
entry indicates may have been naval. Following the nam- 
ing traditions in the House of Dewhurst it may be that 
Robert is in descent of Robert Dewhurst, younger 


brother of Richard del Dewehirst of Blackburneshire. 
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Appendix Il: A Transcription of the Tables 


Thomas Dewhirst occurs in 1403-1404 as archer in the retinue of 
John of Lancaster, Duke of Bedford, at the Garrison of Berwick (Ret- 
inue Roll TNA E101/43/26 m3). On 18 Dec 1404 he occurs in a 
muster as yeoman-valet archer in the retinue of Thomas Neville, 
Lord Furnival at the Garrissons of Montgomery and Bishop’s Castle 
(TNA E101/44/6 m3). These occurrences are duplicated in TNA 
E101/44/6 m6. On 25 Apr 1407 he occurs as archer in the retinue 
of John ‘Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury at the Garrison of Montgomery 
(TNA E101/44/14 ml). In 1415 - 1416 he occurs as man-at-arms 
in the retinue of Thomas Beaufort, the Earl of Dorset and Duke of 
Exeter and the entry indicates that he mustered for the Garrison of 
Harfleur (Retinue Roll E101/47/39). On 11 May 1423 a Thomas 
Dewhurst occurs in a muster roll as archer under the captaincy of 
Thomas Montague, Earl of Salisbury at the Garrison of Falaise (BL. 
Add. Ch. 89). On | Aug 1427 he occurs in a muster roll as man-at- 
arms under the captaincy of Thomas Burgh at the Garrison of Tom- 
belaine (BNF, MS. Fr. 25768 no. 250). On 1 Oct 1427 he occurs in 
a muster as man-at-arms under the captaincy of Thomas Burgh at 
the Garrison of ‘Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 257). On 27 
May 1428 he occurs in a muster as man-at-arms (foot) under the 
captaincy of Thomas Burgh at the Garrison of ‘Tombelaine (BL. 
Add. Ch. 11593). On 26 Oct 1428 he occurs in a muster as man-at- 
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arms under the captaincy of Thomas Burgh at the Garrison of Tom- 
belaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 178). And again on 25 Nov 1428 
(BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 314). On 21 Sep 1429 he occurs in a muster 
roll as man-at-arms under the captaincy of Thomas Burgh at Garri- 
son of Tombelaine (BNF MS. Fr. 25768 no. 415). The entry specifies 
‘with creu’, indicating that Thomas is to serve in the field. On 23 
Dec 1429 he occurs in a muster as a a man-at-arms at the Garrison 
of Tombelaine (BL. Add. Ch. 1438). He occurs again 10 Feb 1430 
as man-at-arms under sub-Captain John Nessefield at the Garrison 
of ‘Tombelaine (BL. Add. Ch. 1439). He occurs on 6 May 1432 ina 
muster as man-at-arms under Captain William de la Pole, Duke of 
Suffolk, at the Garrison of Avranches (BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 699). 
On 16 Mar 1434 he occurs in a muster roll as man-at-arms under 
Captain Thomas Montague, Earl of Salisbury and Lieutenant 
Thomas Offord at the Garrison of Falaise (BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 
33). On 16 Feb 1436 he occurs in a muster roll as a man-at-arms 
under Captain William de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk and Lieutenant 
Maykin Longworth at the Garrison of Tombelaine. 


Geoffrey Dewhurst occurs 10 Oct 1422 in a muster as archer under 
Captain Sir William Breton at the Garrison of Bayeaux (BNF. MS. 
Fr. 25770 no. 730). Then on 14 Oct 1422 he occurs in a muster un- 
der Captain William de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, Garrison of St Lo, 
Coutances and Park L’Eveque (BNF. MS. Fr. 25766 no. 809). A 
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Geoffrey Dewhurst then occurs in a muster on | Aug 1427 as man- 
at-arms under Captain Thomas Burgh at the Garrison of Tom- 
belaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 250). Geoffrey occurs in a muster 
on 27 Jun 1428 as man-at-arms (foot) under Captain Thomas Burgh 
in the Garrison of Tombelaine (BL. Add. Ch. 11590). He occurs 26 
Oct 1428 in a muster as man-at-arms under Captain Thomas Burgh 
at the Garrison of ‘Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 178). And 
again on 25 Nov (BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 314). He occurs again in 
a muster 21 Sep 1429 as man-at-arms under Captain Thomas Burgh 
at the Garrison of Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 415). The 
entry specifies ‘with creu’, indicating that Geoffrey is to serve in the 
field. On 23 Dec 1429 he occurs in a muster roll as man-at-arms at 
the Garrison of Tombelaine (BL. Add. Ch. 1438). On 10 Feb 1430 
he occurs in a muster roll as man-at-arms under John Nessefield at 
the Garrison of Tombelaine (BL. Add. Ch. 1439). On 9 Oct 1431 he 
occurs in a muster as man-at-arms (foot) under the captaincy of Wil- 
liam de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, Garrison of Tombelaine (BNF. MS. 
Fr. 25767 no. 537). On 27 Nov 1431 he occurs in a muster as man- 
at-arms (Foot) under Captain William de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk, 
Garrison of Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr 25770 no. 648). And again 
on 17 Dec (BNF. MS. Fr 25770 no. 660). He occurs on 6 May 1432, 
man-at-arms (foot) in a muster under Captain William de la Pole, 
Duke of Suffolk and Lieutenant Thomas Chiseval at the Garrison of 
Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Clairambault 201, no. 20). On 20 Dec 1435 
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he occurs as man-at-arms (Foot) under sub-Captain Makyn of Long- 


worth, Garrison of ‘Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr 25772 no. 1037). 


Christopher Dewhurst occurs in a muster on May 1421 as archer in 
the Expedition to France (TNA E101/50/28 m1). And again May 
1421 as archer foot (TNA E101/50/28 m3). He occurs again in May 
as archer (TNA E101/50/28 m5d). There is a possible further oc- 
currence but again the day of the month has not survived and the 
rank is listed as ‘? (foot) (under m5d). On 1 Oct 1424 there is an 
occurrence of a Christopher ‘Dewers’, man-at-arms, under the cap- 
taincy of Laurence Halden at ‘Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 
107). This is likely to be another occurrence of Christopher 
Dewhurst. On | Aug 1427 Christopher occurs in a muster as man- 
at-arms under the captaincy of ‘Thomas Burgh at the Garrison of 
Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 250). He occurs 1 Oct 1427 
in a muster as man-at-arms under the captaincy of ‘Thomas Burgh 
at the Garrison of Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 257). Chris- 
topher occurs on 21 Sep 1429 in a muster as man-at-arms under the 
captaincy of Thomas Burgh at the Garrison of ‘Tombelaine (BNF. 
MS. Fr. 25768 no. 415). The entry specifies ‘with creu’, indicating 
that Christopher is to serve in the field. On 23 Dec 1429 he occurs 
in a muster roll as man-at-arms at the Garrison of ‘Tombelaine (BL. 


Add. Ch. 1438). On 10 Feb 1430 he occurs in a muster as man-at- 
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arms under Lieutenant John Nessefield at the Garrison of ‘Tom- 
belaine (BL. Add. Ch. 1439). He occurs on 9 Oct 1431 in a muster 
as man-at-arms (foot) under the captaincy of Sir William de la Pole, 
Duke of Suffolk at the Garrison of Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25769 
no. 537). And again on 27 Nov (BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 648) and 
17 Dec (BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 660). On 5 May 1432 he occurs in 
a muster under the captaincy of Sir William de la Pole, Duke of Suf- 
folk and Lieutenant Thomas Chiseval at the Garrison of Tombelaine 
(BNF. MS. Clairambault 201, no. 20). He occurs on 20 Dec 1435 in 
a muster as man-at-arms under the sub-captaincy of Makyn of Lang- 
worth at the Garrison of Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25772 no. 
1037). He occurs on 6 Feb 1436 as man-at-arms under the captaincy 
of Sir William de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk and Lieutenant Makyn of 
Langworth at the Garrison of Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25773 no. 
1060). On 3 Mar 1440 he occurs in a muster under Captain John 
Beaufort, Duke of Somerset at the Garrison of Tombelaine (BNF. 
MS. Clairambault 200, no. 92 and 93). He occurs again in a muster 
on 19 Mar 1440 as an archer at the Garrison of Bayeaux under the 
captaincy of Matthew Gough and under the lieutenancy of James 
Dryland (BNF, MS. Clairambault 163, no. 63). He finally occurs on 
17 July 1443 ina muster as man-at-arms on the Expedition to France 
under the command of John Beaufort, Duke of Somerset and Lieu- 


tenant William Greenacres (TNA E101/54/5 m2). 
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Adam Dewhurst occurs in May 1421 in a muster as man-at-arms in 
the Expedition to France (TNA E101/50/28 ml). And again as 
man-at-arms (foot) May 1421 (TNA E101/50/28 m5d). And again 
as man-at-arms (foot) May 1421 (TNA E101/50/28 m3d). In 1422 
Adam occurs in a muster roll as man-at-arms (foot) at the Garrison 
of Rouen (TNA E101/49/31). He occurs again at Rouen in the 
retinue of Sir John Harpelay, under the command of Thomas Beau- 
fort, Earl of Dorset and Duke of Exeter (TNA E101/50/22). On 11 
Feb 1425 he occurs in a muster as man-at-arms in the official retinue 
of Sir John Harpelay in the Bailli of Alencon and the Conquest of 
Maine (AN. K 62/11/19). On 1 Sep 1425 he occurs in a muster as 
man-at-arms in the official retinue of Sir John Harpelay in the Bailli 
of Alencon and the Conquest of Maine, mustering before the For- 
tress of St Suzanne (AN K 59/10). On 16 Oct 1427 he occurs in a 
muster as Atkin Dewhurst man-at-arms in the retinue in the field of 
Sir Thomas Blount in the Conquest of Anjou and Maine, mustering 
at Essay (BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 260). He occurs 8 Aug 1428 ina 
muster roll, in the retinue in the field of Thomas Montague, Earl of 
Salisbury and Captain Sir Thomas Rempston, in the Orleans Cam- 
paign, mustering at Vernon (BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 291). On 29 
Sep 1428 he occurs as Atkin Deworst, man-at-arms, in a muster in 
the retinue in the field of Sir ‘Thomas Rempston under the command 
of Thomas Montague, Earl of Salisbury in the Orleans Campaign, 
mustering at Meung (BNF. MS. Fr. 25768 no. 299). He occurs again 
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on 24 Dec 1428 in a muster as man-at-arms in the personal retinue 
of John Afford, mustering at Meung sur Loire (BL. Add. Ch. 11607). 
On 23 Dec 1429 he occurs in a muster as man-at-arms at the Garri- 
son of Tombelaine (BL. Add. Ch. 1438). On 10 Feb 1430 he occurs 
in a muster as man-at-arms in the retinue of John Nessefield at the 
Garrison of Tombelaine (BL. Add. Ch. 1439). On 2 Jun 1432 he 
occurs in a muster as man-at-arms under Robert Willoughby, Lord 
of Eresby, in Field Service and in the Siege of Ceneri (BNF. MS. 
Clairambault 207 111 - 120). He occurs in a muster on 14 Jul 1432 
as a man-at-arms in the retinue in the field of Sir Wiliam Trafford 
in the Marches of Avranchin (BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 710). And 
again on 28 July 1432, retinue in the field of Sir William Trafford in 
the Marches of Mortain and Domfront (BNF. MS. Fr. 25770 no. 
712). And again on 24 Aug 1432 still retinue in the field with Sir 
William Trafford in the Marches of Mortain and the Defence of 
Domfront (BNF. NAF. 8602 no. 17). He occurs in a muster roll on 2 
Jul 1437 at the Garrison of Vire in the retinue of Thomas Lord 
Scales and Ellis Longworth and the entry indicates that he is to serve 
in the field (BNF, MS. Clairambault 199, no. 73-6). He occurs again 
30 Jul 1437 in the same service (BNF, MS. Clairambault 199, no. 
58-61). And again on 19 Dec with Hugh Carrington at the Garrison 
of Vire (BNF, MS. Clairambault 199, no. 38). Adam occurs finally 
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in a muster roll taken on 16 Mar 1434 as a man-at-arms in the reti- 
nue of Thomas Montagu, the Earl of Salisbury and Thomas Offord 
at the Garrison of Falaise (BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 33). 


John de Dewhurst occurs in a retinue roll for 1415 as yeoman-valet 
archer in the Expedition to France in the retinue of Sir James Har- 
rington under the command of Henry V King of England (TNA 
E101/47/32 m1). Another of the Harrington family, William Har- 
rington, may have borne the King’s Banner in the Battle of Agin- 
court. John Dewhurst occurs in a muster roll in May 1421 as archer 
in the Expedition to France (TNA E101/50/28 m1). He occurs 
again May 1421 in the Expedition to France as ‘foot’, perhaps 
archer foot (TNA E101/50/28 m5d). Nicholas Dewhurst occurs in 
a muster rollin 1417 as archer under Captain Humphrey of Lancas- 
ter, Duke of Gloucester in the Expedition to France, under sub-Cap- 
tain Edward Hoghton and under the command of Henry V (TNA, 
E101/51/2, ml). He occurs again in a muster on 11 May 1423 as 
archer under Captain Thomas Montague, Earl of Salisbury at the 
Garrison of Falaise (BL. Add. Ch. 99). In 1415 Raulyn Dewhurst 
occurs in the retinue roll of Sir John Radcliffe in the Expedition to 
France and under the command of King Henry V (TNA 
E101/45/11 m3). Then from 1415-1416 Ralph Dewhurst occurs as 
an archer in the retinue of Thomas Beaufort, Earl of Dorset, Duke 


of Exeter, the entry indicating that he mustered at the Garrison of 
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Harfleur (TNA E101/47/39). Raulyn Dewhurst occurs finally in a 
muster roll on 16 Mar 1434 as archer under Captain Thomas Mon- 
tague, Earl of Shrewsbury and sub-Captain Thomas Offord at the 
Garrison of Falaise (BNF. MS. Fr. 25767 no. 33). Gharles Dewhurst 
occurs (as Charlot Dewhurst’) on 20 Dec 1435 in a muster roll as 
archer under sub-Captain Maykin of Langworth at the Garrison of 
Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25772 1037). He occurs again on 16 Feb 
1436 in a muster roll as archer under Captain William de la Pole, 
Duke of Suffolk and sub-Captain Maykin Longworth at the Garrison 
of Tombelaine (BNF. MS. Fr. 25773 1050). William Dewhurst oc- 
curs in a muster roll on 17 Jul 1443 as archer in the Expedition to 
France, under the captaincy and command of John Beaufort, Duke 
of Somerset and sub-Captain William Greenacres (TNA E101/54/5 
m12). Perkyn Dewhurst occurs 17 Jul 1443 in a muster roll as archer 
under the captaincy and command of John Beaufort, Duke of Som- 
erset and sub-Captain Nicholas Hardys in the Expedition to France 
(TNA E101/54/5 m12). A Robert Dewhurst occurs among the lists 
of retinues but unfortunately the date and nature of his service has 
not been preserved (TNA E101/50/27 m6). We found no further 
occurrence of Robert Dewhurst in the tables but it is in fact the oldest 
first name associated with the Dewhursts of Blackburneshire. The 


entry indcates that the service may have been naval (bid). 
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